The Pedagogy of Poverty

Good teaching is the process of building
environments, providing experiences, and then

eliciting responses that can be reflected on.

It is likely sood teaching is going on whenever children are:

. involved with issues they regard as vital concerns
In effective schools the ‘endless problems’ are opportunities for important learning
. involved with explanations of human differences

Why are there rich people and poor people, abled and disabled, urban and rural,
multilingual and monolingual, highly educated and poorly educated? Differences in
race, culture, religion, ethnicity, and gender are issues that children and youths
reconsider constantly in an effort to make sense of the world, its relationships,
and their place in it.

. being helped to see major concepts, big ideas and general
principles

At all levels and in all subjects, key concepts can be made meaningful and
relevant.

. involved in planning what they will be doing

People learn to make informed choices by actually making informed choices.
Following directions - even perfectly - does not prepare people to make choices
and to deal with the consequences of those choices.

. involved with applying ideals such as fairness, equity or justice to
their world

The environment, war, human relationships, and health care are merely a few
examples of issues that students can be thinking about. Determining what should
be done about particular matters and defending their ideas publicly gives students
experience in developing principles to live by. Character is built by students who
have had practice at comparing ideals with reality in their own lives and in the
lives of those around them.

Versus Good Teaching

Martin Haberman

Teaching is a process of ‘drawing out’ rather than ‘stuffing in’.
People are not made - they are conserved and grown.

. actively involved

Doing an experiment is infinitely better than watching one or reading about one.
Participating as a reporter, a role player, or an actor can be educational.
Constructing things can be a vital activity.

. directly involved in a real-life experience

First-hand experiences like field trips are potentially more educational than
vicarious activity, provided it is combined with reflection.

. asked to think about an idea in a way that questions common
sense, or a widely accepted assumption

Students are taught to compare, analyse, synthesise, evaluate, generalise, and
specify in the process of developing thinking skills.

. asked to relate new ideas to ones learned previously, or that
applies an idea to the problems of living

The effort to educate thoughtful people should be guided by school activities that
involve thought. The acquisition of information - even of skills - without the ability
to think is an insufficient foundation for later life.

. involved in redoing, polishing or perfecting their work

It is in the act of review, particularly review of one’s own work, that important
learning occurs. Students can learn that doing things over is not punishment but
an opportunity to excel.

. reflecting on their own lives and how they have come to believe
and feel as they do

Autobiographical activities are readily extended into studies of family,
neighbourhood, and community. What could be more fundamental to subsequent
learning than self-definition?
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