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Son of the circus 
 

 

 

Ted is a 12-year-old boy living with his mother and brother in 

South Yorkshire in 1867. But his whole world is flipped upside 

down when a man rolls into town, announcing himself as Ted’s 

father and a well-respected circus owner, looking to get his son 

involved in the family business of horse tricks and acrobatics. 

Based on real people and historical events, Son of the Circus is 

a tale of triumph, perseverance, fitting in and standing out in a 

crowd. With a real feel of Victorian Britain, the story deals 

delicately with the experience of being a person of colour in the 

latter part of the 19th century, and delights readers with the 

intricacies of circus life. 



Max and the millions 
When a school caretaker mysteriously disappears, leaving 

behind a small pile of sand, a student is drawn into an 

extraordinary adventure. 

Ten-year-old Max feels like an outsider at St Goliath’s. He is 

deaf, and while this doesn’t need to be a problem, the unlikable 

head ensures that it is, singling him out with a special seat in 

assembly and showing him off like an exhibit to visitors. He’s 

also clearly neglected to ensure Max’s peers understand how to 

foster normal, meaningful relationships with someone who 

happens to be deaf.  

Then Max makes a miraculous discovery – a tiny civilisation 

in the pile of sand on the caretaker’s floor. It’s a miniature 

world at war: three bickering tribes, nonsensically segregated 

according to hair colour. Can Max find his missing friend, 

communicate with the tribes and bring about peace? 

Alongside the adventure, and with a light hand, Montgomery 

successfully touches on challenges such as coping with 

buzzing hearing aids, lazy assumptions about deafness, and 

people’s inept attempts to communicate better by shouting. 



Wonder 
 

Like most ten-year olds, August ('Auggie') Pullman just wants 

to be accepted at his new school, especially as he's been 

previously been home-schooled. However, Auggie can't help but 

stand out - he was born with a severe facial deformity. Most 

people react with horror to his appearance and don't take the 

time to meet the smart, funny, Star Wars-loving boy 

underneath. 

Written in the first person, Wonder follows Auggie as he 

experiences more than the usual ups-and-downs of friendships, 

family and school. The story is also told from the perspective 

of other characters, providing glimpses into their own 

behaviour and exploring the impact our actions can have on 

others. 

Thought-provoking, engaging and uplifting, this is a wonderful 

read with a powerful message - we can all choose to be kind. 

 

 



The boy at the back of the class 
This is the story about how one ordinary nine-year-old child 

and three classmates are full of empathy for Ahmet, a boy 

that comes to their school as a refugee from Syria (he is the 

boy at the back of the class). 

Through their sensitivity, curiosity, ingenuity, bravery and 

innocent niceness, they make a massive impact on Ahmet’s life, 

friends, class, school, community and wider world. There’s a 

lovely lack of stereotyping on gender and backstory for the 

narrator, which adds to the message of not judging people 

before you know them. 

An inspiring and sweet tale that will help children think about 

what it is to be a good person whatever your circumstances 

(the narrator is from a poor background with a single parent 

mum who struggles to make ends meet), and challenge 

prejudice and push for fairness, whenever possible. 

This is a beautiful, open-hearted debut from Onjali Q Raúf that 

should help children be the best they can be and realise the 

power of kindness. 

 



Journey to Jo’burg 
 

Set against the dangerous landscape of Apartheid South 

Africa, Journey to Jo'burg is an inspiring story of two young 

courageous children, a brother and sister called Naledi and 

Tiro. The story follows their journey from their small village in 

South Africa to Jo'burg, about 300 miles away, in search of 

their mother. Their younger sister, Dineo, is very ill and Naledi 

decides that they need to travel to Jo'burg to bring their mother 

back home in order to save their sister. The story highlights 

the dangers and adventures the children encounter along the 

way and the challenges they face in South Africa at the time. 

As well as clear character descriptions and vivid imagery, 

there are many themes running through the story as it deals 

with racism and prejudice along with family, love and 

determination. It is a simple story line that has potential to 

open many discussions and topics for children to further 

explore in the classroom. 


