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Learning Overview 

Unit description & end point: 

Children explore religious affiliation in the UK, and the Richard Dawkins’ 7-point spectrum of belief (from a ‘knowing theist’ to a ‘knowing atheist’. 

Children explore Christian views on God and the reasons underpinning belief and non-belief. After exploring different interpretations of the story of 

creation and some famous religious scientists, children then discuss what impact belief has on someone’s life. Children finish by presenting their answer to a 

question of their choice (see enhancement opportunity). 

Sticky knowledge:  

- Clearly distinguish between a theist, an agnostic and an atheist 

- Know that, in the 2011 census in Britain, approximately 70% of people declared a religious affiliation, and that 30% either said they 

didn’t or didn’t answer 

- List and explain the following as reasons for believing or not believing in the existence of a God (in addition to those suggested by 

pupils): family background; religious experience; extraordinary complexity of life/universe; and terrible suffering 

Vocabulary:  

theist, agnostic, 

atheist, affiliation, 

creation, belief, 

existence 

Subject-specific skills:  

Expressing Views: Discuss and present thoughtfully their own and others’ views on challenging questions about belonging, meaning, purpose and truth, 

applying ideas of their own in different forms. 
Transferable skills: 

Explain & describe 
Curriculum enhancement opportunities: 

Showcase & perform: Children choose a question from a pre-prepared list, prepare a short answer and present it to the rest of 

the class. Questions such as ‘Do we need to prove the existence of God?’ & ‘What difference does a God make to the way people 

live? 

Prior/current/future links to themes of learning: 

Cultures & civilisations:  

Discuss how monarchies, empires, religions and beliefs have both shaped and been shaped by civilisations. 

- Expressing beliefs and places of worship (RE UKS2 – Autumn Cycle 2) 

- Christians & Humanists (RE UKS2 – Spring Cycle 1) 

- All related work on Christianity, Islam & Hinduism across KS1, LKS1 & UKS2 

 

 

 



 

 


